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FACT SHEET

National Acclaim
• The only North American Flower Show endorsed by the Royal Horticultural Society

• Featured in 1,000 Places to See in the USA and Canada Before You Die.
• Named ‘the king of all flower shows’ – Better Homes and Gardens Magazine 

• Recognized as one of the top 10 great Flower Shows in the U.S. – USA Today 

Overview 


Staged on the banks of Lake Como at historic Coney Island, the Cincinnati Flower Show celebrates 19 years as one of the premier flower and garden events in the world.  The Flower Show includes:

• A world-class horticultural event with hundreds of landscapers, growers, floral

  designers and artists.

• A Fine Food Show to sample gourmet foods made from the freshest ingredients

  from over 50 local and national vendors (April 19 and 20).

• Small Wonders Weekend with activities and special exhibits designed to delight

  the entire family (April 26 and 27).

Theme

EXPLORE all the possibilities of the 2008 Cincinnati Flower Show. Journey to spectacular sights and explore the wonders of the world. 
	What

CINCINNATI FLOWER SHOW
Dates

Friday, April 18          Opening Night Gala                 6:00 pm – 10:00 pm



Saturday, April 19                                                        10:00 am – 7:00 pm 

                        Sunday, April 20 thru Sunday, April 27                        9:00 am – 7:00 pm

Theme

EXPLORE

Attendance
More than 50,000 visitors over the nine days of the Show


2008 Cincinnati Flower Show

 Presented by Edyth and Carl Lindner

SHOW HIGHLIGHTS

Inspirational Gardens and Floral Exhibits

A complete listing of exhibitors can be found at www.cincyflowershow.com.
• Grand Marquee Horticulture Exhibits Spectacular exhibition gardens that inspire and entertain. See new varieties, single genus displays, urban living courtyards and charming garden structures.  Features this year:

- Cincinnati Park Board Born from the developing friendship between Cincinnati’s sister city of Liuzhou in China’s Guangxi Province, the Chinese garden will be true to the principles of Chinese garden design. The garden is conceived as a complex art form combining painting and landscape. Each element in the garden is a layer in the design creating a place of renewal and connection with nature. Symbolizing the strength of the friendship and collaboration, all the rocks in the garden will be imported from Liuzhou, the rock capital of China.    

- Greener World: The Ripple Effect Sponsored by Duke Energy

Small changes have a major impact.  The green living exhibit at the Cincinnati Flower Show educates visitors how minor changes in their lifestyles ripple into major benefits for the environment.  This exhibit uses graphics, sculptural elements, plant material and eco-friendly construction materials.  Also included are a green roof, living walls, a rain garden, and a fountain.  The design is a collaboration of Human Nature, Inc., GBBN Architects and UC DAAP Senior Graphic Design Students.


- Outdoor Living Room sponsored by Frontgate With increasing gas prices more people are vacationing at home.  This year the Grand Marquee hosts the first ever inside-out exhibit to make home feel just like a resort.  Escape to another world and renew body and soul in this exquisite outdoor living room.  Garden designed by William Ripley, APLD.  Custom container gardens created by Going-to-Pot, and garden and hard scape developed by Witte Landscaping.  Furnishing provided by Frontgate.  
- Orchids from Around the World Featuring orchids form South Africa, Africa, Philippines, South China, Borneo, Northern Australia and many other countries.

- Japan: The Art of Ikebana and Bonsai The ancient art forms of Ikebana, the art of Japanese flower arranging, and Bonsai, the art of aesthetic miniaturization of trees by growing them in containers, are beautifully portrayed in this exhibit that is guaranteed to take the observer to an Asian oasis.  Walk amongst the beauty and rarity of carefully placed flowers and intricately grown trees.   

- The Dream Rose Garden Stroll to a quiet retreat overlooking a remarkable rose garden created and designed by Cincinnati’s own Rosarian, Dr. John Pottschmidt’s 2008 AARS award winning Grandiflora Rose “Dream Come True.”

- Imagine There are millions of possibilities if you let your imagination do the walking.  If you believe it, you will see it.   Be inspired by the creative imagination of Michael McCleese as you explore his skillfully arranged garden that insists all to become a dreamer.
• Wonders d’ Elegance: An Amateur Flower Show


Tuesday, April 22 through Thursday, April 24. Creative floral designs and miniature arrangements inspired by collector automobiles.  The Ohio Association of Garden Clubs, Region 4 hosts the competition where the area’s best amateur gardeners compete with stunning floral specimens.  Classic cars compliments of the members of the Concours d’ Elegance, June 8, 2008 at Ault Park.

• Other Horticultural Exhibits  Dramatic Table Settings, Creative Container Gardens,

   Window Boxes and Professional Floristry.

- Dramatic Table Settings Centerpiece Table Setting by Macy’s Interior Design Studio

Featuring the new Martha Stewart Collection for Macy’s, Martha has set a fanciful table for her famous guests including Usher, Donald Trump, Jessica Simpson and others at the Lily Pond.  With moss-covered banks, the pond takes us away to a delightful setting for a whimsical dining experience.

The Cincinnati Fine Food Show is a rare opportunity to sample new and exotic foods from some of the best local and national vendors. More than 50 vendors will be part of the show, presenting fabulous bread, cheese, candy, crackers, fresh pasta, herbs, spices, sauces, salsa, tea, coffee, and other items for the food aficionado.  Don’t miss the Chef’s Challenge, sponsored by TASTE Magazine, and daily vendor demonstrations. Tino Vino, a Hyde Park boutique winery and wine bar, is producing a special Flower Show label that will be sampled at the Fine Food Show and served at the Spring Fling.  Tino Vino is owned and operated by a group of young women from Hyde Park / Mt Lookout.

Small Wonders Weekend Presented by National City

EXPLORE the fun, easy way to reconnect your children to the natural world.  Children can imagine, create, taste and learn at our brand new Small Wonders Weekend.  Where else can children get a true birds-eye view from a kid sized birds nest, bake their own apple pie, plant a pizza garden and get close to creatures both cuddly and creepy.  Zak Morgan, Grammy nominated children’s entertainer will perform both days. The CHS is part of the “No Child Left Inside” Collaboration.  There will be a contest for a child-friendly back yard based on the guidelines provided by the Children & Nature Network.

A complete schedule of events can be found at www.cincyflowershow.com.
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LECTURES AND PRESENTATIONS

Lectures and Presentations

A complete schedule and ticket prices can be found at www.cincyflowershow.com.
Saturday, April 19, 2008

• Dry Stone Construction with Richard Tufnell 

Mr. Tufnell is a Certified Dry Stone Craftsman and a world-renowned authority on dry stone construction.  He is the Secretary to SPS, Europe and the co-founder of the Dry Stone Conservancy, Inc. in the United States.  Although Mr. Tuffnell resides in Scotland, he has spent a significant amount of his time in the conservation effort for the preservation of stone dry wall construction projects in Kentucky and the rest of the US.  He served as the Training and Restoration Project Director for the US National Park Service in five national parks. He has received countless awards for his work over the year throughout the world.  Mr. Tufnell is the author of six books and over 72 journal articles on dry stone construction.

Monday, April 21, 2008

• Photography in the Garden with Brian Jorg Presented the The Enquirer

EXPLORE the natural beauty of the garden in a new way.  Brian Jorg, horticulturalist for the Cincinnati Zoo and a professional photographer shows visitors how to improve their digital photography skills with workshops and lectures.  Cincinnati.com, GetPublished will sponsor the Garden Photo contest where amateur photographers can compete for prizes.  Brian has traveled the world taking photos of rare plant species in their natural habitat.  Monday, April 21.  Workshops and lectures are free with Flower Show Admission.  Space is limited, reservations required.   Photo contest judges, Brian Jorg, staff from the Enquirer and Paula Norton of Paula Norton Photography.

-  Brian Jorg was born and raised in Cincinnati, Ohio. He is currently Manager of Horticulture at the Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden. Among his duties are working with rare and endangered plant material. Brian also leads tours on various topics including native wildflowers. Brian also appears regularly on radio and TV, promoting horticulture topics whenever he can. He also writes about the natural world in various print media. Brian is also a professional outdoor photographer. His images have been used in books, magazines, educational displays, greeting cards, and in prints. His favorite subjects include native wildflowers, birds, and wildlife.

Tuesday, April 22, 2008

• Trash or Treasure? Appraisals by Wes Cowan Auctions Bring your treasures to the Flower Show and let Wes Cowan, featured appraiser on Antiques Roadshow, solve the mystery.  

-  Wes Cowan is founder and owner of Cowan’s Auctions, Inc. in Cincinnati, Ohio.  
An internationally recognized expert in Historic Americana, Wes stars in the PBS television series History Detectives and is a featured appraiser on Antiques Roadshow.  He writes a bi-weekly antiques column for the Cincinnati Enquirer, monthly columns for Antique Week, Collectors News and the SE Antiquing Journal, and is a frequently requested speaker at antique events around the country.  Wes is licensed as an auctioneer in Ohio and holds a BA and MA in anthropology from the University of Kentucky, and a PhD in anthropology from the University of Michigan.  A native of Louisville, Kentucky, Wes grew up in a household filled with Victorian antiques.

Wednesday, April 23, 2008

• Beauty and the Beast: A light hearted historical look at the lengths women will go to look good. Join Bette Sherman as she takes a walk down memory lane, giving you a glimpse into the boudoirs and dressing tables of women from the past that wore the latest fashions.

-  Bette Sherman amusingly recognized as the "Queen of Stuff" has been a passionate collector of historic woman's fashion and vintage beauty products for nearly 30 years. Bette's passion for fashion history and collecting has taken her from tiny shops and prominent antique shows to flea markets and private homes throughout the United States and Europe. "It's my way of living it," Bette says. Her research and the building of her extensive cosmetic and perfume collection offer a glimpse into the boudoirs and dressing tables of women from the past who wore the latest fashions. Her collection contains: Victorian powders and homemade potions, face creams and rouges from budding cosmetic companies that catered to flappers of the Roaring 20's, pancake make-up and bizarre hair products from the golden era of Hollywood film stars and make-up artists. Bette enjoys sharing her collection, leaving audiences laughing and wanting a collection of their own.

Saturday, April 26, 2008

• Go Outside and Play Richard Louv, author of seven books focused on family, nature and community, will make a special presentation at Small Wonders Weekend.  

-  Richard Louv is chairman of the Children & Nature Network.  His most recent book, “Last Child in the Woods: Saving our Children from Nature-Deficit Disorder” has stimulated a national conversation about the future relationship between children and nature.  Small Wonders Weekend was inspired by his book and a presentation he made in Cincinnati last spring.  He makes the case for how important a sense o f “wonder” and curiosity are to the development of our children.
Ask the Experts Forum

A complete schedule of presenters and topics can be found at www.cincyflowershow.com.

The Flower Show exhibitors and vendors are THE experts on all gardening and garden

related topics.  Stop a while, learn a little, get your questions answered and make the most of

your Flower Show experience. All ATE Forum presentations are free to our visitors.  All

presentations will be approximately 15 minutes followed by a question and answer period.

-  Topics include: Care for drought-damaged trees and shrubs, no-fail native plants, serenity and reflection in your changing world, topiaries-large and small, new tree and shrub introductions.
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FOR THE LADIES

Afternoon Teas

Addditional information can be found at www.cincyflowershow.com.

Experience the elegance of an Afternoon Tea at the Cincinnati Flower Show! Take a relaxing break from viewing the magnificent floral exhibits and shopping the Marketplace and enjoy three courses featuring delicious scones and jams, tea sandwiches and desserts, while sipping your favorite cup of tea.

Tuesday, April 22, 2008 at 2:30 PM

• Trinkets, Treasures  & Tea with Wes Cowan
Join Wes Cowan, noted appraiser from Antiques Roadshow, for an afternoon tea that will surely be a trip down memory lane.

Friday, April 25, 2008 at 2:30 PM

• An Enchanted Tea with Diana Heyne & Beverly Mussari

  Join us for a magical afternoon tea and learn more about fairy gardens and magical fairyland

  furniture.

Sunday, April 27, 2008 at 2:30 PM

• Daughter & Mother Afternoon Tea
Dressing up isn’t just for little girls! Join us for an afternoon tea and a breathtaking fashion show from Fabulous-Bridal. Evening wear, bridesmaids, mother of the bride, and flower girl dresses will all be presented. Designers include: Siri, Romona Keveza, Ysa Makino, After Six, Alfred Sung, Vera Wang, Dessy, Belsoie, B2 and Badgely Mischka.

Scene and Be Seen …Ladies Day at the Flower Show

  Thursday, April 24

•  New! Share a special day with your favorite girlfriends or family members at the Flower Show. Start with a continental breakfast sponsored by Fresh Market and a guided tour the Grand Marquee.  Participate in a special flower arranging class with Cheryl Wilks where you will learn the tricks that turn cut flowers into a beautiful focal point.  Enjoy a box lunch from Jean-Robert’s Café des Fleur while being entertained by Jon Carloftis, author and rooftop gardener to the stars. Afternoon desert and chocolate fountain make the perfect ending to the day. For a complete schedule go to our website, www.cincyflowershow.com.

-  Jon Carloftis- Dubbed the “Grand master of urban design” by Garden Design Magazine (March, 2008), Jon also has a lot of country in him.  He grew up near Lexington, Kentucky.  He has designed rooftops terraces and gardens for the rich and famous as well as for some friends in Covington.  Jon’s designs have appeared in Metropolitan Home, Garden Design, Southern Living, Country Home, Country Gardens and more.  He is a consultant for HGTV and has been featured on Martha Stewart and Style TV.

- Cheryl Wilks has been actively involved in the floral industry since 1980. She created "Flowers on Location" in 1994, specializing in recreational floral education for ALL ages & abilities (4 - 104). Cheryl brings hundreds of emotionally uplifting floral workshops and demonstrations each year to garden clubs, womens groups, corporate lunch & learns/team building, senior centers, nursing homes, retirement communities, childrens after-school/summer camps, spousal/kid programs for conventions and more! "Flower arranging is a wonderful activity that nurtures self-expression and self-esteem," Cheryl explains. "Flowers are the food for our soul." 
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ADDITIONAL STORY IDEAS

Color Me Green 

The bright colored reusable grocery bags from the Cincinnati Flower Show encourage you to “Plant Flowers, Not Plastic.”  The bags are available in four colors, canary yellow, geranium pink, citrus green and tangerine.  “We wanted to draw attention to the need to reduce the number of plastic bags going to the landfills, said Mary Margaret Rochford, President and Director of Shows.  “These bags make it fun to do the right thing.”  The bags were developed in cooperation with Kroger and will be sold in area Kroger stores beginning in April and at the Cincinnati Flower Show from April 19 to 27.  The manufacturer, Earthwise, provides the reusable bags to the major grocers throughout the US.  They report that this is the first time they have produced the bags in what could be termed fashion colors. 

Gardening with a Purpose 

Exhibitors and vendors are noticing a trend that individuals are developing gardens for personal retreats, self reflection and utilizing plant materials and outdoor elements to convey a high level of expression.

Wonders of the World Theme executed with International Participants 

There are many aspects of “Explore the Wonders” that can be seen this year at the Flower Show including a Chinese Garden, A Chinese dance troupe, Orchids from around the world, international speaker from Scotland, and Cheese from Britain.

People of Interest 

Beverly Mussari-Exhibitor in the Grand Marquee, Dramatic Table Settings, Container Gardens. Expert in fairy gardens and featured speaker at Friday Afternoon Tea. Owner of her own Tea Room.

Cincinnati Horticultural Society’s Community Support 

CHS Partnership with Warren County Correctional Institute Horticulture Program on growing plant material for the Flower Show. Working with the Hamilton County Adult Probation Department to provide community service opportunities-administrative, graphic design and publishing, show operations, set design, construction.

Essencha Tea House 

Essencha Sponsors all Afternoon Teas, Tracy Munson serves as a volunteer to the events and donates all of the tea.  This year’s teas include: An Enchanted Tea that focuses on the creation of fairy furniture, Trinkets and Treasure Tea with Wes Cowan who will appraise antiques and treasures, and the CHS traditional Daughter-Mother Tea.
Transportation at the Flower Show 

Spring Grove Cemetery is loaning their tram to help Flower Show visitors navigate and enjoy the show.

From Restaurants to Retailers 

There is an increase in the participation of restaurants in the Cincinnati Fine Food Show that also have a retail component. Daveed’s, Andy’s Mediterranean Grill
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GRAND MARQUEE EXHIBITORS

Not for publishing. List is for story ideas and contact information only.

The Grand Marquee is home to the Flower Show’s largest and most impressive exhibition gardens.  EXPLORE the possibilities as you explore the world interpreted through the eyes of talented industry professionals.  Stamp your passport for exhibits inspired by China, Africa, Philippines, Japan, Borneo, Australia, and of course, home again in the USA.

Annette Skinner Designs

Single Genus Begonias

Striking foliage display featuring many varieties of begonias. Begonia ‘Escargot’, ‘Dragon Wing’, and ‘Fireworks’ will be a few of the highlights. 

Single Genus Coleus

The designer takes artistic license with this coleus collection creating a unique sculpture with the plants colorful leaves. Featuring over seventy varieties.

Annette Skinner

859-635-3779

Blooms and Berries Farm Market

Wonders of the American Farm: Garden Serenity

This exhibit brings a touch of rustic American farm history to the traditional herb, vegetable and flower garden, creating a serene and peaceful atmosphere. 

Jeff Probst

513-697-9173

Loveland, Ohio

Botanics Landscaping

The First “Green Roof”

An arbor adorned with a mix of cascading plants frames a formal fountain centered on a terraced wall. Inspired by the Hanging Gardens of Babylon.

Joe Neff

513-871-5100

Cincinnati, Ohio

Chuck Schramm

Succulent Collection

Varieties of Sedum and Echeveria among many other succulents will be featured in a garden setting. 

Cincinnati Flower Growers Association, Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Garden, OSU Extension Hamilton County Master Gardener Volunteer Association

The Wonderful World of Small Spaces

A condo garden tailored for today’s lifestyle. A three- tiered deck adorned with ornamental container gardens of herbs, vegetables, perennials, tropicals, vines, grower’s favorites, and Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Garden’s annual trial plants.  

Dan Futurer, www.cincinnatiflowergrowers.org

Steve Foltz, www.cincyzoo.org

Dave Dyke, 513-505-1202, www.hamilton.osu.edu
Cincinnati, Ohio

Cincinnati Park Board

A Chinese Scholar’s Garden

A reflection of an ancient Chinese garden, incorporating traditional design elements such as water, rock, architecture, and symbolic plants. 

Jennifer Harten

513-321-8439

Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Garden

Virtual Arboretum

Zoo staff will be available to guide visitors through their virtual horticulture database, featuring the best ornamental plants in this region.

Steve Foltz

513-475-6106

Cincinnati, Ohio

Companion Plants, Herb Society of Greater Cincinnati

Native Medicinal Herbs

A collection of shade loving medicinal herbs including ginseng, goldenseal, bloodroot, and jack-in-the-pulpit.

Peter Borchard

740-592-4643

Athens, Ohio

Delhi Landscape Services and Flower and Garden Center

The Dream Rose Garden

We invite you to stroll among the roses to a quiet retreat overlooking a garden. We are very proud to feature Cincinnati’s own Rosarian, Dr. John Pottschmidt’s 2008 AARS award winning Grandiflora Rose “Dream Come True”.

Tim Young

513.771.3737

Cincinnati, Ohio

Frank Sullivan Landscaping, Inc.

My Secret Corner of the World

Occasionally, we need a place to get away from it all. Emphasizing sharp foliage contrasts, a little whimsy and an introduction to tropicals, a hot new area of interest, this “secret garden” is such a place. 

Frank Sullivan 513-871-7880

Cincinnati, Ohio

Inside Out by Frontgate

Custom Container Gardens by Going to Pot, 513-259-4243

Garden and hard scape Installation by Witte Landscaping, 513-396-6400

Design by William Ripley, APLD

Greater Cincinnati Master Gardener Association

Thompson and Morgan Seed Shoppe

Buy your favorite English garden seeds; fifty-five distinctive seed varieties ranging from vegetables to flowering vines. While you are there, look for the “Ask a Master Gardener” sign to have all your gardening questions answered. 

Green City Resources, LLC. & Turpin Farms

Green City Living

A small urban dwelling adorned with colorful window boxes serves as the backdrop for an eco-friendly landscape. Two rain gardens collect overflow from decorative rain barrels as butterflies visit a monarch way station nearby. A small table and chairs set on top of a stone patio invites you in to experience green living at its finest.

Pam Simmons

513.383-1071

Cincinnati, Ohio

Hilltop Orchids, Inc.

Orchids From Around the World

Featuring orchids from South Africa, Africa, Philippines, South China, Borneo, Northern Australia and many other countries. Orchids are the second largest plant family in the world next to grasses. 

Richard Wells

765-795-6016

Cloverdale, Indiana

Greener World: The Ripple Effect, sponsored by Duke Energy

Human Nature, Inc., University of Cincinnati DAAP Senior Graphic Design Students with Maureen France, Professor, GBBN Architects, Urban Thickets Landscapes, Marvin’s Organic Gardens, Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Gardens, LiveRoof, Corso’s Perennials, Clermont County Home Builders Association.

Kendrick & O’Dell Landscaping, Inc.

Café des Fleurs

Prepare to be transported! Decorative awnings, colorful window boxes, and lovely table displays nestled in a garden of flowers, trees, and shrubs shield you from busy street activity. You have just stepped into the Café des Fleurs.

Dan Kendrick or Kevin O’Dell

859-441-3552

Cold Springs, Kentucky

LaMond Landscaping

The “Maine” Attraction

Imagine sitting in an Adirondack chair at the edge of the sea. Boulders, spruces and beautiful perennials surround you. The rugged Maine coastline is the inspiration for the garden. 

Christopher LaMond

513-200-3358

Cincinnati, Ohio

Loveland Greenhouse

Meraviglia di Musica

Music and nature are the inspiration for our garden, which will feature a topiary baby grand piano.

Margy Conners

Kris Kubicki

513.683.1581

Loveland, Ohio

Madison Tree Care and Landscaping

Outdoor Wedding

An outdoor garden created for an elegant wedding and reception. An aged stone gazebo serves as the focal point, surrounded by a formal boxwood hedge and beds of roses, hydrangea, agapanthus, and foxgloves.  

John Williams

576-6391

Milford, Ohio

Merkle Lawn Care and Landscaping, Elm Studio

Patchwork

We are basing our garden on the idea of boundaries in the world, where you may find a community adjacent to a seemingly incompatible one. Through the combination of sculpture and plant material, two separate designs will become on collective garden.

Doug Merkle

859.781.8652

Edward L. Melvin

859-781-8978

Wilder, Kentucky

Meyer Aquascapes & Landscaping

Water, Water, Everywhere!

Explore the beauty and serenity of water in the garden. Experience the relaxing and peaceful effect water has on the mind and soul.

Dan Meyer

513.941.8500

Cincinnati, Ohio

Michael R. McCleese Landscape and Garden Design, LLC.

Imagine

Imagine the wonder in a world without war, a world where there is room at the table for everyone. Imagine a world without hunger or poverty or hatred. Imagine!

Michael R. McCleese

513-623-4965

Cincinnati, Ohio

Midwest Landscape Network

Planting a Wonderful World

For centuries, plant explorers have discovered unique, rare, and unusual plants for all to enjoy. Our garden is a horticultural tapestry woven with plants that have been collected from around the world. 

Steve Wills 

859.525.1809

Florence, Kentucky

Moto Ikebana, Bonsai Society of Greater Cincinnati

Japan: The Art of Ikebana and Bonsai

Show in a typical Japanese setting - Ikebana, the art of Japanese flower arranging, displayed indoors, and Bonsai, potted plant in miniature, in the garden. Both ancient art forms cause the observer and the arranger to slow down and enjoy nature. 

Brenda Baird

www.motoikebana.org

David L. Radlinski

www.cincinnatibonsai.com

Northgate Greenhouse

Fancy Foliage Collection: Alocasia and Caladium

Colorful foliage of Caladium in pink, red, white and bright green compliments the dramatic large leaves of Alocasia in this display. These are true gems of the shade garden.    

Kathy Hogeback

513.729.1134

Cincinnati, Ohio

The Cincinnati Horticultural Society, Warren Correctional Institution

Single Genus Hosta

A shady garden nook featuring over ninety-eight Hosta varieties including ‘Bizarre’, ‘Antioch’, and ‘Blue Mouse Ears’. Grown by students of the horticulture program at the Warren Correctional Institution.  

The Olde Garden Shack

Wonders of the Olde Garden Shack

Lush designer baskets featuring European style Ivy and Zonal Fischer Geraniums and other proven annuals great for the hanging garden. 

Larry Ludwig

812-933-1155

Batesville, Indiana 

Vintage Revival Broken China Jewelry

Sharden Garden Boudoir

Don’t cry over broken china. Relax in a beautiful boudoir of fine floral china. The spell is cast as the soothing sound of water invites you to enter the “Sharden Garden” and indulge your senses.

 

Jacqueline Smiley

Lori Morris

580-379-9060

Altus, Oklahoma

Outdoor Gardens

Egbers Land Design, Inc.

Tuscan Villa Garden

Geoff Egbers

859-371-2555

Florence, Kentucky

Henger’s Pond

Title to Come

Steve Henger and Aaron Scarlata

937-890-1380

Vandalia, Ohio

Stefani Landscaping & Grounds Care, Inc.

Wonderful Waterfall

Greg Stefani

321-6640

Cincinnati, Ohio
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SMALL WONDERS WEEKEND

Small Wonders Weekend

Presented by National City

Saturday, April 26 & Sunday, April 27

“Healing the broken bond between our young and nature is in our self-interest, not only because aesthetics or justice demand it, but also because our mental, physical and spiritual health depend upon it.”  - from “Last Child in the Woods” by Richard Louv.

The Cincinnati Flower Show is proud to present a wonderful new experience for children to enjoy with their parents, Small Wonders Weekend at the Flower Show.  Children can imagine, create, explore, and taste while they learn about the wonder of our earth. Activities and exhibits are designed to connect them with the natural world while having fun.

Small Wonders Gardens

Magical play places that encourage outdoor play throughout the year.  Gardens are themed to the seasons and include activity areas for each season.

In Spring they can crawl into a kid-sized birds nest and then build their own nest just the way the birds do.  Baby animals greet them as they learn about the cycle of life.   A guide will help each child create their own pizza herb garden or a butterfly garden.  They can choose the perfect paper blossom for Mom from the thousand created by Campbell Ridge Elementary School in Alexandria, KY.  

The Summer Garden keeps them busy as a bee with lessons from a beekeeper on honey production.  And the night becomes less scary as they are introduced to nocturnal animals and the fascinating night sky.  A visit with the Alpacas shows children how their wool is turned into fiber for hats and blankets.

The Fall Garden lets them hide in a straw maze for fun and exercise.  Fall is the perfect time for them to create their own tasty pie at Apple Pie School.  But, fall also creates an opportunity for lessons on composting, water quality, recycling and organic gardening.  

The Environment

The Pledge – It is never too early to engage a child as a responsible steward of our environment.  Each child will be asked to pledge to do simple things to help protect our environment. 

“Branch Out Cincinnati” – Children will learn about the critical role trees play in a healthy environment.  The Arbor Day Foundation makes it possible for them to take home a seedling spruce tree of their very own to nurture at home.

Compost Critters – Through games, activities and their own hand lens, children will explore composting while meeting the critters that turn leaves and leftovers into lunch.

Special Appearances

Zak Morgan – Grammy nominated children’s entertainer will use his music, magic, theater and comedy to encourage children to exercise their imaginations.  Performances Saturday at 10 AM, 12 PM, 3 PM and 5 PM.  Sunday performances at 10 AM, 12 PM and 3 PM.

Cincinnati Zoo Keeper and “Insect Guests” – Winton Ray, keeper at the Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Garden’s Insectarium, will showcase amazing, live tropical stick insects in a bouquet of flowers and plants.   

Richard Louv – Author of seven books focused on family, nature and community will make a special presentation at Small Wonders Weekend.  Richard Louv is chairman of the Children & Nature Network.  His most recent book, “Last Child in the Woods: Saving our Children from Nature-Deficit Disorder” has stimulated a national conversation about the future relationship between children and nature.  Lecture and book signing in Moonlite Gardens.  
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