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Cincinnati Horticultural Society’s President Receives Prestigious International Award

Mary Margaret Rochford Receives an Honorary Fellowship with the RHS

CINCINNATI, OH – On Monday, July 7th, the Royal Horticultural Society honored twelve gardening heroes from around the world in recognition of their valuable contributions to the international horticulture community during the special awards dinner at the Hampton Court Palace Flower Show in East Molesey Surrey. 

Of the awards, only two Honorary Fellowships were presented during the ceremony. Fellowships are conferred on persons who have made a significant contribution to horticulture and to those who have made a significant contribution to the Royal Horticultural Society. It is one of the most prestigious awards made by the Society. Sir Kenneth Carlisle was honored for his outstanding contribution in the development of conservation and environmental policy. A Garden Advisor to Hyde Hall and an ex-member of Council, his garden at Wyken Hall, Suffolk, is one of the best modern private gardens in the country. 

The second RHS Honorary Fellowship was presented to Mary Margaret Rochford, fondly known in the community as MM. She is the founder of the Cincinnati Horticultural Society and producer of the Cincinnati Flower Show, and is recognized for her efforts in creating a nationally acclaimed event that has spent the last two decades benefiting the Greater Cincinnati community by promoting the quality of life through outstanding horticulture programs.

“ I am delighted and very honored to be chosen as an Honorary Fellow of the RHS. It is with great respect and admiration that I graciously accept this honor,” remarks Mary Margaret Rochford. “However, I must acknowledge that my vision to create the Cincinnati Flower Show would not have become reality without the support, passion and commitment from the numerous CHS volunteers, Board members and staff.”

“Having retired as a Fashion Director of Sachs of Fifth Avenue, MM visited the Chelsea Flower Show in the late 1980’s. Inspired, she managed to persuade the RHS to advise her on the establishment of a new Flower Show in Cincinnati. For the past twenty years, she has been the inspiration and energy behind the Cincinnati Horticultural Society and the Cincinnati Flower Show,” stated Sir Richard Carew Pole and Stephen Bennet from London, who nominated Mary Margaret for this honor.

About the Cincinnati Horticultural Society and the Cincinnati Flower Show

The Cincinnati Flower Show is the flagship event of the Cincinnati Horticultural Society, a 501(c)3 organization formed in 1998 to benefit organizations that promote the quality of life through horticulture.  

About the RHS

The RHS believes that gardening improves the quality of life and that everyone should have access to great gardening experiences. As a charity, the RHS helps to bring gardening into people’s lives and support gardeners of all levels and abilities; whether they are expert gardeners or children who are planting seeds for the very first time.

Photo Caption

(center) Mary Margaret Rochford, President and Director of Shows for the Cincinnati Horticultural Society with (left) Roy Lancaster, international television personality and (right) Peter Buckley, President of the Royal Horticultural Society.
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