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      FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Cincinnati Flower Show to be Revamped for 2012
After 21 years new format and focus is goal of The Cincinnati Horticultural Society

     Cincinnati, Ohio, December 3, 2010 – The Cincinnati Horticultural Society (CHS) announced today that it plans to revamp its annual Cincinnati Flower Show to appeal to a broader audience of budding gardeners and horticulture enthusiasts, beginning in 2012.

     “The Cincinnati Flower Show has been the centerpiece of CHS’s ongoing programs, and it has proved exceptionally popular and successful over two decades,” said Dr. Frank Welsh, CHS board chairman.  “We recognize changing demographics and social trends, however, and, so to avoid these changes becoming an issue for us, we determined to take a year off to examine how we can reinvent and revitalize what has been a much-loved Cincinnati institution.” 

     CHS expects to announce its plans for the revamped 2012 flower show in the fall of 2011.

     “We are committed to retaining Cincinnati’s national and international reputation for producing what Better Homes and Gardens has called the ‘King of All Flower Shows’ by creating something that is fresh and exciting,” Dr. Welsh said, adding that the show’s founder and long-time president and director of shows, Mary Margaret Rochford, will assist in these efforts through her role as a member of the CHS board of directors.  Rochford’s retirement as president and working director of shows was announced to the board earlier this fall.

     “While the flower show is what the CHS is best known for, it is by no means all that the Society does,” Dr. Welsh noted.  He added, “Among its many activities are educational programs for children and adults; a summer ‘Fresh Air School’ program, at Symmes Township’s historic Meade House, that is designed to cultivate interest in plants and gardening among the young; and the CHS Gardeners’ Recognition Program, which each fall recognizes landscape excellence among local gardeners, small businesses and community gardeners.”
     Dr. Welsh also pointed out that CHS is continuing its efforts to transform Meade House into a first-class horticultural center for Greater Cincinnati.  Work toward that objective began during the past year.

     Additional information about CHS is available on its website at www.cincyflowershow.com.
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